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Hello Tall Friends,

I hope the new year has been treating all TCI Clubs and Members at Large well.

We had a blast in Chicago at the 60’s Sitcom Weekend. We really needed to get our “TCI Fix” as it had been too
long since we had seen many of our TCI family. I thank Paramount Tall Club of Chicago for continuing to put on a
weekend and bringing us together. I’m looking forward to next year’s 80th anniversary weekend.

If you've been following my monthly reports, you know I consistently encourage you to grow your clubs. How is
that going? Are you successfully bringing in new members?

As you may be aware, Patty and I are working on starting a club in Syracuse. Whenever I encounter a tall
individual, I make it a point to engage in conversation. So far, I've handed out around a dozen cards this
February. Progress can be slow, but most people I speak with think it’s a fantastic idea. I just hope they visit the
website and consider attending an event.

I need each club to reflect on the issues TCI will address at the Delegate Meeting this July, including:
Proposals for changes to the TCI bylaws
Merit Awards
Nominees for the Lifetime Achievement Award
TCI officer positions available for election this year: VP Membership, Finance Officer, Secretary, Miss TI
Coordinator, and Alt Treasurer
The future of the Miss TI program
Potential locations for future conventions and clubs or committees
New club development
Will your club send a delegate?
If you could change one thing about TCI, what would it be?

Please feel free to email me. My inbox is always open, and I'll be happy to respond to your questions and
comments.

Lastly, have you paid your annual dues to TCI yet? They are due NOW. Please reach out to Oliver for payment
details.

Warmest Regards,
Bob Huggett
TCI President 2022-2026

http://www.tall.org/


YOUR TCI EXECUTIVE BOARD AND ELECTED OFFICERS
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Kristen Carlson Gallagher, Executive VP / Publicity
TCIExecutiveVP@tall.org
Boston Beanstalks Tall Club

Mary Elemen, VP / Membership
TCIMembership@tall.org
Central Arizona Tall Society

John Waltman, Communications Officer
TCICommunications@tall.org
Baltimore Tall Club

Barry Umbs, Finance Officer, TCI Archives, Bylaw Admin
TCIFinanceOfficer@tall.org
Tall Club of Milwaukee

Sheryl Lutz, Miss TI Coordinator
TCIMissTICoordinator@tall.org
Portland Skyliners

Kelli Lewis, Secretary
TCISecretary@tall.org
Member at Large

Oliver Gruter, Treasurer
TCITreasurer@tall.orgLas
Vegas Tall Club

David Spencer, Webmaster
webmaster@tall.org
Sacramento Tall Club 

Sue Simms, Alt. Treasurer
TCIAltTreas@tall.org
High Cincinnatians

Shirleen Murphy, Alt Exec Officer 
TCIAEO@tall.org
Orange County Tall Club

Bob Huggett, President
TCIPresident@tall.org
NY Central Tall Society (TCI Prospect Club))



I first met Walt in the fall of 1997. Having recently joined the Baltimore Tall Club, this was my first
weekend event. The six-hour drive up Interstate 81 North to Harrisburg, PA, where State Routes 11 and
15 head directly through the picturesque Mid-Pennsylvania mountains, was truly scenic. The blue skies
and sunshine, combined with classic tunes from the '70s playing on the radio, made the journey
enjoyable.

The Crowne Plaza in downtown Rochester, NY, served as the hub for the weekend's activities. I had
previously met Walt (affectionately known as Wally) at an event in Baltimore, so I was relieved to see at
least one familiar face in the crowd.

We gathered for a Thai dinner just a few blocks from the hotel, joined by over twenty people. After a
delightful meal filled with engaging conversations, we returned to the hotel to prepare for the evening
party. The theme was The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, showcasing a fantastic lineup of rock legends
from that era, including Dicky Betts, Jimi Hendrix, Tom Petty, Keith Richards, Stevie Nicks, Alice Cooper,
and many more.

Wally and I shared a remarkable bond through our mutual love for music. We performed at various
events throughout the TCI organization, including the 2013 Convention in Las Vegas with the All-Tall
Band. This ensemble consisted of tall club musicians from across the country, who practiced individually
and managed to deliver outstanding entertainment during our only two-hour rehearsal before the
convention.

COMMUNICATION OFFICER MESSAGE
Questions, Comments, Concerns, Input or Ideas????? 

 Please email:  TCICommunications@tall.org  
The email address used to SEND “Talkin’ Tall” is not monitored for incoming emails and is

only used to send the newsletter out.  
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Wally and I frequently traveled back and forth between Rochester and Hagerstown to hang out and
play music, whether at home or out on the town. On numerous occasions, Wally joined me with The
LAKOTA Band in the Hagerstown, MD area.

His answering machine offered a snapshot of the colorful characters that defined his life: “Hello. This is
Walter, Walt, Waldo, Wally, Wally World, and Wally Moon. None of me is here right now.”

His cheerful demeanor shone through at every occasion, complemented by his gentle smile and
signature dark sunglasses, which became his trademark.

Wally’s fondness for 1800 tequila and various types of moonshine led to many memorable moments
during TCI weekends and conventions. He was a prominent figure in the TCI community, dedicated to
connecting with as many people as possible. His warm smile and infectious laughter will be deeply
missed by those who considered him a true friend.

Godspeed, my friend. May you play your music alongside all those who have come before you. May
your memories be cherished by those who knew you, and may your kindness multiply throughout the
TCI Organization.

This is my heartfelt tribute to my friend, Wally. Rest in peace.

COMMUNICATION OFFICER MESSAGE
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To: All TCI Clubs and Affiliates
 

Nominations are now open for TCI Merit Awards for 2024/2025. The purpose of the Merit Award is to
acknowledge members of your club who have gone the extra mile to support your club and/or TCI.

Nominations must be submitted by 6/15/25.
 

As defined in the TCI Bylaws, Section 8.1H, “Up to twelve (12) Merit Awards shall be presented annually to
individuals in TCI. Each Club can submit two (2) nominees from its membership, and the Executive Board may

nominate two (2) additional candidates from throughout TCI, including MALs. Nomination forms and
instructions should be available for download from the Members section of Tall.org at least four (4) months
prior to the annual Convention. A Merit Award recipient can receive additional Merit Awards. However, they

shall not be given to the same recipient in consecutive years. The Alternate Executive Officer shall be
responsible to purchase the awards.

 
A fillable copy of the nomination form is included on the next page. Complete the form, either on-line or by
hard copy, and include detailed information about the candidate. In order to give fair assessment to each

individual, it is essential to include dates and a descriptions of leadership positions held and events credited
to the member. In addition, do not reveal the identity of your nominee on this form— as recipients are

selected anonymously! Place the name in a separate, sealed envelope with the name of your club on the
outside, and staple it to the nomination sheet.

Nominations must be submitted, via e-mail or mailed to the address below, no later than June 15, 2025:
 

Shirleen Murphy
TCI Alternative Executive Officer

8700 Hummingbird Ave.
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

e-mail:  smmcnamee@earthlink.net
 

If you have any questions, please not hesitate to contact me at 714-608-7780.
 

Thanks 
Shirleen Murphy

TCI Alternative Executive Officer

MESSAGE FROM TCI ALT EXEC OFFICER 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/8700+Hummingbird+Ave.+%0D%0A+Fountain+Valley,+CA+92708?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/8700+Hummingbird+Ave.+%0D%0A+Fountain+Valley,+CA+92708?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:smmcnamee@earthlink.net
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Hi All,

At this year’s convention in Grand Rapids, the TCI Foundation will return to our
tradition of having a scholarship fundraiser auction. There will be a live auction for
higher demand items such as bottles of alcohol, club weekend packages, etc. At the
same time we will have a silent auction with bidding sheets for the lower demand
items such as gift cards.

Individuals or clubs wishing to donate, please provide a description of the item, the
retail value, and your suggested minimum bid to Sheila Koster at bskoster@
aol.com by June 1 and bring your items to convention with you. Please provide the
item to me, Marie Austin, by Monday, the first day of convention. If you need to
ship something please send me an email at marie.austin999@gmail.com to
arrange. I highly recommend items like gift cards, club weekend packages,
timeshare trades, etc. that are easily packed in a carryon bag. (Suggested retail
value $50 and up.)

Additionally, the ever poplar split the pot raffle will be held once again.

See you at convention!

Marie Austin
TCI Foundation Chair
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Europatreffen: May 2025
European Meeting in Duisburg/Germany from 

25th of May to 1st of June 2025
As part of the European Meeting 2025, we invite you to "experience" Duisburg and the Ruhr area on

foot, by bike, by bus and, of course, the largest inland port in the world from a ship. Get an insight with
us into past times, into the lifestyle of the upper bourgeoisie and into structural change. Enjoy the

many green sides of the "Pott".
Former slag heaps have become artificial
mountains, which today offer a view not
only of the Rhine, but also of the entire
Ruhr area with interesting works of art.

Despite the big city flair, a week together
with short distances, many joint leisure

activities with a wide variety of gastronomy
and hotels within walking distance in the

centre await you.
The daily get-together in the evening will

not be neglected either.

Copyright TCI 2025
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2025 CONVENTION
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June 30, 2025 - July 6, 2025

2025 CONVENTION
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2025 CONVENTION
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OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE COUNTRY
BOSTON BEANSTALKS TALL CLUB (BBTC)

When:  First Friday of every month 6 pm to 8 pm
Where:  Boston Newton Marriott ‘s Riverbend Lounge.  

Join fellow Talls to kick off your weekend!  This the perfect place to meet new friends and reconnect with
old friends.   

Details can be found on the BBTC Facebook Page under events.  

Copyright TCI 2025

CENTRAL ARIZONA TALL SOCIETY (CATS)

2025 Phoenix Marfan Foundation Walk for Victory
Sunday, March 2. 12:00 noon - 3:00 pm

Location: Chaparral Park
5401 N Hayden Rd. Scottsdale, AZ 85250

Event Details: 
We will be at the Central Ramada, which is near the Jackrabbit Road entrance to the park – look for the
balloons!  If the Jackrabbit Road lot is full, there is a parking lot that can be entered from the Chaparral Road
side of the park.  Event starts at Noon. Lunch and water will be provided.

Program will begin around 12:45pm, followed by a one-mile, optional walk around the lake.
There will be a DJ, photo booth, face painter, balloon artist, lawn games, an ice cream truck, and more! 
Visit the sponsor tents and get ready for a fun raffle.

CATS along with TCI is proud to support this foundation that saves lives and improves the quality of life for
people affected by this syndrome and related conditions. If you are interested in participating in this event,
please call Mary Elemen @ 929-795-6555 or email @ elemen5555@sbcglobal.net.
 
CATS Prospect Picnic Event

Saturday, April 5, 11:30 am - 4:00 pm
Location: Paiute Park Ramada – Scottsdale

 
CATS will be hosting the annual Prospect Picnic event in Scottsdale. Watch for more info.
Directions: Enter the park from 66 St, just south of Osborn Road. Osborn Road is south of Indian School
Road. Follow blue signs to the parking lot area.
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Chicago’s Weekend....here is why you should
attend an event.  
A picture is worth a thousand words....
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