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Hello Tall Friends,

Spring is here! Although Central New York is still experiencing freezing temperatures, I hope many of you are
enjoying the warmer weather.

Today, I want to discuss important details regarding the upcoming TCI 2025 Convention in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. I am eager to witness the progress and can't wait to see many of you at our tall “Family Reunion.”

Lifetime Achievement Awards (LAA) 
Each year, we aim to acknowledge individuals who have significantly contributed to Tall Clubs International. There
is an award for both a man and a woman. Recipients are selected based on their overall contributions to TCI, the
tall movement, and their local clubs throughout their membership, not just for the current year.
Each club may nominate one male and one female. Please find the nomination form on Tall.org and send it to me
by APRIL 23, 2025.

Merit Awards (MA)
TCI seeks to honor club members who have excelled within their own clubs. If someone in your club deserves
special recognition, this is the opportunity to highlight their achievements. Each club can nominate two
candidates each year.
Nomination forms are available on Tall.org, and please submit them to Shirleen Murphy by June 15, 2025.

TCI Bylaw and/or Resolution Change Proposals  
If you wish to propose changes to the TCI bylaws and/or Resolutions, forms are available on Tall.org. Be sure to
include the current wording, your suggested changes, and the rationale behind them. These proposals will be
discussed and voted on at the Delegate Meeting during the Convention. All proposals must be submitted to me
by April 23, 2025, to be included in the Delegate Information package.

TCI Member Club Delegates
Every club is entitled to representation and voting rights on TCI matters at the Delegate Meeting during the
Convention. I need a form from each club indicating their preferred representative. I encourage all clubs to
engage in this process. If you do not have someone attending, you may designate a proxy (preferred) or have the
Executive Board cast a vote on your behalf. I would like to receive these forms by June 15, 2025.

continued on next page...
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TCI Officer Elections 
This year, the following board positions will be up for election: Vice President/Membership, Finance
Officer, Secretary, Miss TI Coordinator, and Alternate Treasurer. I will provide more details on these
positions in a future edition of Talkin’ Tall.

Future Conventions
If you are planning a convention for 2026 or later, please let me know.

Important Dates to Remember  
April 23, 2025 – Deadline for submissions to Bob for Lifetime Achievement Awards and Bylaw
Change Proposals  
May 3, 2025 – Date by which member clubs will receive important information for the Delegate
Meeting at the Convention  
June 16, 2025 – Deadline for Merit Award nominations to be submitted to Shirleen Murphy at
TCIAltTreas@tall.org  
June 30, 2025 – First day of the Convention  
July 1, 2025 – 2025 Delegate Meeting  

If you have any questions or need assistance with the forms, please reach out to me or another
member of the TCI board.

My inbox is always open, and I look forward to hearing from you.

Warmest Regards,
Bob Huggett
TCI President 2022-2026
TCIPresident@tall.org

http://www.tall.org/
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Kristen Carlson Gallagher, Executive VP / Publicity
TCIExecutiveVP@tall.org
Boston Beanstalks Tall Club

Mary Elemen, VP / Membership
TCIMembership@tall.org
Central Arizona Tall Society

John Waltman, Communications Officer
TCICommunications@tall.org
Baltimore Tall Club

Barry Umbs, Finance Officer, TCI Archives, Bylaw Admin
TCIFinanceOfficer@tall.org
Tall Club of Milwaukee

Sheryl Lutz, Miss TI Coordinator
TCIMissTICoordinator@tall.org
Portland Skyliners

Kelli Lewis, Secretary
TCISecretary@tall.org
Member at Large

Oliver Gruter, Treasurer
TCITreasurer@tall.orgLas
Vegas Tall Club

David Spencer, Webmaster
webmaster@tall.org
Sacramento Tall Club 

Sue Simms, Alt. Treasurer
TCIAltTreas@tall.org
High Cincinnatians

Shirleen Murphy, Alt Exec Officer 
TCIAEO@tall.org
Orange County Tall Club

Bob Huggett, President
TCIPresident@tall.org
NY Central Tall Society (TCI Prospect Club))



COMMUNICATION OFFICER MESSAGE
Questions, Comments, Concerns, Input or Ideas????? 

 Please email:  TCICommunications@tall.org  
The email address used to SEND “Talkin’ Tall” is not monitored for incoming emails and is

only used to send the newsletter out.  
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Dear Fellow TCI Members,

As the Spring season arrives, it's time to step outside and enjoy the fresh air once again. With that
in mind, whenever your club promotes an outing, remember to seek assistance to ensure its
success. The TCI Communications team is available to help with the publicity of TCI Club events.
Simply email jwalswe@myactv.com, and we will include your event in the upcoming Talkin Tall
issues leading up to the date of your event.

A quick reminder for everyone: if you would like to submit a special tribute page in memory of a
member who has passed, please do so. This allows others to share their personal memories of that
remarkable individual you encountered during your time with TCI. Talkin Tall does not automatically
publish these tributes unless they are emailed to us or we have written them ourselves.

Don’t underestimate the willingness of others to travel for a day event hosted by your club. Many
members are known to hit the road or fly in for just a single day event. Personally, I have seen
several members attend one-day outings organized by various Baltimore Clubs over the years.

You also have the opportunity to sponsor a festival in your area, whether it’s a concert or simply a
dinner at a club with entertainment. Keep the Talkin Tall team informed about these events to help
make them successful. The progress of the TCI Organization relies on everyone stepping up; it’s not
just the responsibility of the local club President or the TCI President to ensure that clubs have
successful weekends or outings. Every member shares in this responsibility. IT IS YOUR CLUB! So,
this year, make an effort to kickstart initiatives. Begin with something small, and in the following
year, expand it a bit. Eventually, it could evolve into a yearly or biannual event. You won’t know until
you give it a try.



COMMUNICATION OFFICER MESSAGE
Questions, Comments, Concerns, Input or Ideas????? 

 Please email:  TCICommunications@tall.org  
The email address used to SEND “Talkin’ Tall” is not monitored for incoming emails and is

only used to send the newsletter out.  

Fauget
Company Modern

Copyright TCI 2025

continued from previous page...

Speaking of trying new things, I had no idea what the Communication Officer role entailed until I
attended the Louisville Convention as a delegate. There were numerous office positions being
vacated with no candidates in sight. Discussions were ongoing about who would be nominated or
volunteer for these roles. That year, Bob Huggett and I stepped up to take on the positions of TCI
President and Communications. I must admit, I faced challenges in getting the Communications
Department off the ground. I had successfully run several businesses, but my communication had
always been face-to-face. The initial months were a learning curve, involving information gathering,
compiling it into an understandable format, and then disseminating it throughout the TCI network.

My work was undeniably challenging. I was tackling something entirely new, and my limited
computer experience was evident in my publications. But progress was being made. Then came my
angel, my little sister from the Boston Club, Kristen. She provided invaluable input on how to
improve processes and highlighted areas that needed attention. I gratefully accepted her help,
recognizing my limitations in this area. With her extensive computer skills, she transformed the
information I provided. Today, we function as a well-oiled machine for the Talkin Tall issues.

If the opportunity arises for you to give back to the TCI Organization, please don’t hesitate to do so.
There’s always a past officer or another member who can guide you in your responsibilities along
the way.

Until next month,

John L. Waltman
Communications Officer
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To: All TCI Clubs and Affiliates
 

Nominations are now open for TCI Merit Awards for 2024/2025. The purpose of the Merit Award is to
acknowledge members of your club who have gone the extra mile to support your club and/or TCI.

Nominations must be submitted by 6/15/25.
 

As defined in the TCI Bylaws, Section 8.1H, “Up to twelve (12) Merit Awards shall be presented annually to
individuals in TCI. Each Club can submit two (2) nominees from its membership, and the Executive Board may

nominate two (2) additional candidates from throughout TCI, including MALs. Nomination forms and
instructions should be available for download from the Members section of Tall.org at least four (4) months
prior to the annual Convention. A Merit Award recipient can receive additional Merit Awards. However, they

shall not be given to the same recipient in consecutive years. The Alternate Executive Officer shall be
responsible to purchase the awards.

 
A fillable copy of the nomination form is included on the next page. Complete the form, either on-line or by
hard copy, and include detailed information about the candidate. In order to give fair assessment to each

individual, it is essential to include dates and a descriptions of leadership positions held and events credited
to the member. In addition, do not reveal the identity of your nominee on this form— as recipients are

selected anonymously! Place the name in a separate, sealed envelope with the name of your club on the
outside, and staple it to the nomination sheet.

Nominations must be submitted, via e-mail or mailed to the address below, no later than June 15, 2025:
 

Shirleen Murphy
TCI Alternative Executive Officer

8700 Hummingbird Ave.
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

e-mail:  smmcnamee@earthlink.net
 

If you have any questions, please not hesitate to contact me at 714-608-7780.
 

Thanks 
Shirleen Murphy

TCI Alternative Executive Officer

MESSAGE FROM TCI ALT EXEC OFFICER 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/8700+Hummingbird+Ave.+%0D%0A+Fountain+Valley,+CA+92708?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/8700+Hummingbird+Ave.+%0D%0A+Fountain+Valley,+CA+92708?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:smmcnamee@earthlink.net
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Hi All,

At this year’s convention in Grand Rapids, the TCI Foundation will return to our
tradition of having a scholarship fundraiser auction. There will be a live auction for
higher demand items such as bottles of alcohol, club weekend packages, etc. At the
same time we will have a silent auction with bidding sheets for the lower demand
items such as gift cards.

Individuals or clubs wishing to donate, please provide a description of the item, the
retail value, and your suggested minimum bid to Sheila Koster at bskoster@
aol.com by June 1 and bring your items to convention with you. Please provide the
item to me, Marie Austin, by Monday, the first day of convention. If you need to
ship something please send me an email at marie.austin999@gmail.com to
arrange. I highly recommend items like gift cards, club weekend packages,
timeshare trades, etc. that are easily packed in a carryon bag. (Suggested retail
value $50 and up.)

Additionally, the ever poplar split the pot raffle will be held once again.

See you at convention!

Marie Austin
TCI Foundation Chair
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Europatreffen: May 2025
European Meeting in Duisburg/Germany from 

25th of May to 1st of June 2025
As part of the European Meeting 2025, we invite you to "experience" Duisburg and the Ruhr area on

foot, by bike, by bus and, of course, the largest inland port in the world from a ship. Get an insight with
us into past times, into the lifestyle of the upper bourgeoisie and into structural change. Enjoy the

many green sides of the "Pott".
Former slag heaps have become artificial
mountains, which today offer a view not
only of the Rhine, but also of the entire
Ruhr area with interesting works of art.

Despite the big city flair, a week together
with short distances, many joint leisure

activities with a wide variety of gastronomy
and hotels within walking distance in the

centre await you.
The daily get-together in the evening will

not be neglected either.

Copyright TCI 2025
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June 30, 2025 - July 6, 2025

2025 CONVENTION
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2025 CONVENTION
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OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE COUNTRY
BOSTON BEANSTALKS TALL CLUB (BBTC)

When:  First Friday of every month 6 pm to 8 pm
Where:  Boston Newton Marriott ‘s Riverbend Lounge.  

Join fellow Talls to kick off your weekend!  This the perfect place to meet new friends and reconnect with
old friends.   

Details can be found on the BBTC Facebook Page under events.  

Copyright TCI 2025

Promote your event here!


