
Greetings, Tall World!

I hope you had an amazing Easter! There's an old joke that goes, "If April showers bring May
flowers, then what do Mayflowers bring? Pilgrims."

Spring symbolizes fresh starts, and I hope that spirit inspires your Tall Adventures. Gather your
Tall Club and celebrate this vibrant season! With the warmer weather, it's the perfect time to be
active—think picnics, walks or hikes, dining outdoors, parades, festivals, and concerts in the
park. There are endless activities to plan for your Tall Club.

Make new tall friends and invite them to join your Tall Club this week!

Also, don't forget that Sunday, May 4 marks our Coast-to-Coast toast in honor of our founder,
Kae Sumner Einfeldt. Everyone in our TCI family is invited to join a Zoom call for this occasion, or
you can celebrate in your own special way. Details about the Zoom call will be shared later in
Talkin’ Tall.
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CELEBRATE KAE SUMNER EINFELDT
TCI COAST TO COAST TOAST

MAY 4, 2025
3:30 p.m. EDT 

SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 10
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Now, let’s address some common questions about the TCI Convention:

Who organizes a convention? 
A convention is coordinated by a team, typically comprising 3-4 members or more to
minimize stress on each person. Many experienced TCI members are available to assist or
offer guidance.

Why is the TCI Convention held during the week of the 4th of July? 
We often choose business hotels because they provide better rates due to lower
occupancy during the holiday. Business hotels also have banquet facilities and more
rooms to accommodate our needs, along with staff experienced in handling conventions.
However, it’s not mandatory to hold it at a business hotel; we have also used non-
business hotels.

When can a TCI convention take place? 
Ideally, the TCI Convention should be scheduled between May and July. From a business
perspective, July is as late as we prefer, as the TCI business year concludes in August, and
preparations for the new year must be completed by September. 

Who covers the costs? 
The straightforward answer is that all attendees contribute. The bylaws permit a profit,
which is returned to the organizing club and TCI.

When must a TCI Convention be approved? 
Most conventions are organized a little over a year in advance

A basic plan should be approved by the delegates, ideally during a prior convention.
There are certainly options and alternatives to what I’ve outlined here. If you have any questions
or need further information, please feel free to reach out to me, and I will do my best to answer
your questions, respond to your concerns and point you in the right direction.  

I’d love to hear from you about anything related to Tall matters. My email inbox is always open!

Warmest Regards,
Bob Huggett
TCI President 2022-2026
TCIPresident@tall.org
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Kristen Carlson Gallagher, Executive VP / Publicity
TCIExecutiveVP@tall.org
Boston Beanstalks Tall Club

Mary Elemen, VP / Membership
TCIMembership@tall.org
Central Arizona Tall Society

John Waltman, Communications Officer
TCICommunications@tall.org
Baltimore Tall Club

Barry Umbs, Finance Officer, TCI Archives, Bylaw Admin
TCIFinanceOfficer@tall.org
Tall Club of Milwaukee

Sheryl Lutz, Miss TI Coordinator
TCIMissTICoordinator@tall.org
Portland Skyliners

Kelli Lewis, Secretary
TCISecretary@tall.org
Member at Large

Oliver Gruter, Treasurer
TCITreasurer@tall.orgLas
Vegas Tall Club

David Spencer, Webmaster
webmaster@tall.org
Sacramento Tall Club 

Sue Simms, Alt. Treasurer
TCIAltTreas@tall.org
High Cincinnatians

Shirleen Murphy, Alt Exec Officer 
TCIAEO@tall.org
Orange County Tall Club

Bob Huggett, President
TCIPresident@tall.org
NY Central Tall Society (TCI Prospect Club))



COMMUNICATION OFFICER MESSAGE
Questions, Comments, Concerns, Input or Ideas????? 

 Please email:  TCICommunications@tall.org  
The email address used to SEND “Talkin’ Tall” is not monitored for incoming emails and is

only used to send the newsletter out.  
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continued on next page...

Dear TCI Members,

At last, the biting winds and frigid temperatures are behind us! It’s time for exciting outings to begin
throughout the TCI Organization. While some venues may limit the number of attendees they can
accommodate, don’t let that deter you from hosting a gathering. Whether your group is 15 or 300,
every event helps propel our Organization forward into the future.

There have been a few ideas for summer outings, but many seem to be shifting towards fall when
temperatures become more pleasant. Don’t let that discourage you! Remember, you are part of
this family too. Consider what activities in your local area might interest others and explore the
possibility of organizing a small event. Start by inviting a few people and, as everyone becomes
more comfortable, think bigger!

If everyone takes the initiative to do this, it seems likely that our activities will flourish once again for
everyone's enjoyment. People are still eager to travel, so we need to offer them reasons to do so,
whether near or far. As Mike Myers says in Wayne's World, “If you build it, they will come.”

So, tap into that inner vision of an event that could benefit some, most, or all. Get it organized and
make it happen! Don’t hesitate to ask for assistance from others who have sponsored events in the
past; you might be pleasantly surprised at how manageable it can be.

Signing off. Looking forward to seeing you out and about!

Until next month,

John L. Waltman
Communications Officer
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To: All TCI Clubs and Affiliates
 

Nominations are now open for TCI Merit Awards for 2024/2025. The purpose of the Merit Award is to
acknowledge members of your club who have gone the extra mile to support your club and/or TCI.

Nominations must be submitted by 6/15/25.
 

As defined in the TCI Bylaws, Section 8.1H, “Up to twelve (12) Merit Awards shall be presented annually to
individuals in TCI. Each Club can submit two (2) nominees from its membership, and the Executive Board may

nominate two (2) additional candidates from throughout TCI, including MALs. Nomination forms and
instructions should be available for download from the Members section of Tall.org at least four (4) months
prior to the annual Convention. A Merit Award recipient can receive additional Merit Awards. However, they

shall not be given to the same recipient in consecutive years. The Alternate Executive Officer shall be
responsible to purchase the awards.

 
A fillable copy of the nomination form is included on the next page. Complete the form, either on-line or by
hard copy, and include detailed information about the candidate. In order to give fair assessment to each

individual, it is essential to include dates and a descriptions of leadership positions held and events credited
to the member. In addition, do not reveal the identity of your nominee on this form— as recipients are

selected anonymously! Place the name in a separate, sealed envelope with the name of your club on the
outside, and staple it to the nomination sheet.

Nominations must be submitted, via e-mail or mailed to the address below, no later than June 15, 2025:
 

Shirleen Murphy
TCI Alternative Executive Officer

8700 Hummingbird Ave.
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

e-mail:  smmcnamee@earthlink.net
 

If you have any questions, please not hesitate to contact me at 714-608-7780.
 

Thanks 
Shirleen Murphy

TCI Alternative Executive Officer

MESSAGE FROM TCI ALT EXEC OFFICER 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/8700+Hummingbird+Ave.+%0D%0A+Fountain+Valley,+CA+92708?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/8700+Hummingbird+Ave.+%0D%0A+Fountain+Valley,+CA+92708?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:smmcnamee@earthlink.net
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Hi All,

At this year’s convention in Grand Rapids, the TCI Foundation will return to our
tradition of having a scholarship fundraiser auction. There will be a live auction for
higher demand items such as bottles of alcohol, club weekend packages, etc. At the
same time we will have a silent auction with bidding sheets for the lower demand
items such as gift cards.

Individuals or clubs wishing to donate, please provide a description of the item, the
retail value, and your suggested minimum bid to Sheila Koster at bskoster@
aol.com by June 1 and bring your items to convention with you. Please provide the
item to me, Marie Austin, by Monday, the first day of convention. If you need to
ship something please send me an email at marie.austin999@gmail.com to
arrange. I highly recommend items like gift cards, club weekend packages,
timeshare trades, etc. that are easily packed in a carryon bag. (Suggested retail
value $50 and up.)

Additionally, the ever poplar split the pot raffle will be held once again.

See you at convention!

Marie Austin
TCI Foundation Chair
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TCI COAST TO COAST TOAST - MAY 4, 2025

The annual coast-to-coast toast to celebrate the founder of Tall Clubs International;
Kae Sumner Einfeldt. This event is a great way to bond with TCI members across the

country and celebrate our start.

 Zoom Meeting Information
Topic: TCI Coast to Coast Toast to Kae Sumner Einfeldt

Time: May 4, 2025 @ 3:30 PM EDT (US and Canada)

Copyright TCI 2025

Join Zoom Meeting:

Zoom Coast to Coast Meeting Link

Meeting ID: 828 4591 0171
 Passcode: 593842 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82845910171?pwd=hhLj8OjYbjwvoMpaRigAv9kLkfyvG9.1
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Europatreffen: May 2025
European Meeting in Duisburg/Germany from 

25th of May to 1st of June 2025
As part of the European Meeting 2025, we invite you to "experience" Duisburg and the Ruhr area on

foot, by bike, by bus and, of course, the largest inland port in the world from a ship. Get an insight with
us into past times, into the lifestyle of the upper bourgeoisie and into structural change. Enjoy the

many green sides of the "Pott".
Former slag heaps have become artificial
mountains, which today offer a view not
only of the Rhine, but also of the entire
Ruhr area with interesting works of art.

Despite the big city flair, a week together
with short distances, many joint leisure

activities with a wide variety of gastronomy
and hotels within walking distance in the

centre await you.
The daily get-together in the evening will

not be neglected either.
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2025 CONVENTION
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June 30, 2025 - July 6, 2025

2025 CONVENTION
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2025 CONVENTION
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OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE COUNTRY
BOSTON BEANSTALKS TALL CLUB (BBTC)

When:  First Friday of every month 6 pm to 8 pm
Where:  Boston Newton Marriott ‘s Riverbend Lounge.  

Join fellow Talls to kick off your weekend!  This the perfect place to meet new friends and reconnect with
old friends.   

Details can be found on the BBTC Facebook Page under events.  
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Promote your event here!


