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Let’s get excited! Last month, a group of TCI members gathered in New York City for a
 “Tall Tours” meetup. The event boasted over 1,000 tall individuals in attendance. While 
not everyone met the TCI height minimums, many were, and we made the most of our
time by conversing with as many people as our voices would allow. We handed out 
around 400 TC NYC and TCI business cards. The atmosphere was electric, and the energy 
was palpable. For more details and pictures, be sure to check out our Facebook posts and the following
page.

The “Tall Tour” will be hosting events in Charleston, Charlotte, Greenville, Miami, and Orlando over the
next two months. These events are free, so come out, enjoy yourself, and consider recruiting for TCI or
your local club. If you’d like to discuss this with me, feel free to email.

As a result of our efforts, we are noticing a significant increase in inquiries to tall.org and individual tall
club websites.  Many of these inquiries are from those younger than most of the current TCI
membership, which is exactly what we need for TCI to continue for years to come.    Last month, I
encouraged you to review several elements, as each club must be ready to engage new and younger
members.

I hope you have taken the time to check and update your club’s information on tall.org. If potential
members are looking for you, it’s essential to ensure they can find you. Additionally, make sure to have
events planned that they can be invited to.

During this holiday season, I wish you peace and joy in all your endeavors. Take a moment to be a
blessing to someone in need, whether by helping a charity or contributing to a kettle or donation basket.

As we approach our second winter in Central New York, we can anticipate another white Christmas, chilly
weather, holiday cheer, and cozy hot beverages. Patty and I wish you all the best this holiday season!

Highest Regards!

Bob Huggett, TCI President 2022-26
TCIpresBob@gmail.com
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L to R:  Patty Huggett, Jennifer Marozas Boyce,
Tyler Bergantino, Tall Tour Host, 
Kristen Carlson Gallagher and Bob Huggett

Bob Huggett, Renee Leib, Barry Hanold, Linda
Kamphausen, Kristen Carlson Gallagher

Barry Hanold and Patty Huggett



YOUR TCI EXECUTIVE BOARD AND ELECTED OFFICERS
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Kristen Carlson Gallagher, Executive VP / Publicity
TCIExecutiveVP@tall.org
Boston Beanstalks Tall Club

Norma Forrest, VP / Membership
TCIMembership@tall.org
Tall Club of Toronto

John Waltman, Communications Officer
TCICommunications@tall.org
Baltimore Tall Club

Barry Umbs, Finance Officer, TCI Archives, 
Bylaw Admin
TCIFinanceOfficer@tall.org
Tall Club of Milwaukee

Mary Elemen, Miss TI Coordinator
TCIMissTICoordinator@tall.org
Central Arizona Tall Society

Kelli Lewis, Secretary
TCISecretary@tall.org
Member at Large

Oliver Gruter, Treasurer
TCITreasurer@tall.orgLas
Pacific Tall Club

David Spencer, Webmaster
webmaster@tall.org
Sacramento Tall Club 

Jim Nelson, Alt. Treasurer
TCIAltTreas@tall.org
Paramount TC of Chicago

Shirleen Murphy, Alt Exec Officer 
TCIAEO@tall.org
Orange County Tall Club

Bob Huggett, President
TCIPresident@tall.org
NY Central Tall Society (TCI Prospect Club)
Sacramento Tall Club

Dave Rasmussen, Marfan Liaison
TCIMarfanLiaison@tall.org
Tall Club of Milwaukee



The seasons are shifting, and so is the weather. It seems to be that time of year again when we can
start to hibernate. Don’t let this be a reason to postpone your travel plans to Chicago from January
29th to February 1st. Make those reservations as soon as possible to secure the best rates. Just
when you think the warmth is finally arriving, you can look forward to heading to Phoenix from April
30th to May 3rd, 2026. This trip will offer various dining and entertainment options in the area.

As summer arrives, you might find yourself weary of the heat and humidity. Good news! There is
talk of a late summer 2026 convention in Golden, Colorado!  A recent gathering in Denver, with only
30 days of planning time, brought over 80 tall friends together.  The organizing committee did a
fantastic job with the hotel arrangements and activities!  

Currently, there will not be a TCI board meeting in December; however, this may change if we need
to vote on proposals for the Colorado Convention. The TCI Board wishes our entire Tall family a very
happy and safe Thanksgiving, whether at home or traveling. Keep your loved ones in your thoughts,
and for those facing health or family challenges, we are keeping you in our prayers.

This year has been quite eventful for me personally, a mix of relaxation and stress. However, having
the support of the TCI family has lightened the load. The time spent at weekend gatherings and
conventions has helped me reconnect, and I owe that to all of you.

These experiences are what define the TCI family. You don’t have to see someone daily to maintain
a close and trusting relationship. My close friends know who they are and how much you mean to
me. This is the legacy of TCI—let’s keep it GOING and GROWING!

Until next time,
John Waltman
Communication Officer

COMMUNICATION OFFICER MESSAGE
Questions, Comments, Concerns, Input or Ideas????? 

 Please email:  TCICommunications@tall.org  
The email address used to SEND “Talkin’ Tall” is not monitored for incoming emails and is

only used to send the newsletter out.  
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Seasonal Updates and Upcoming Events
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Over the past several years the TCI Foundation has been working hard to expand our scholarship
coverage area so all tall applicants in the U.S. and Canada have an equal opportunity to receive a
scholarship. Several of the local clubs have participated in the scholarship program for years, but there
have also been large areas with no coverage. To help resolve this issue, we started recruiting MALs a few
years ago to help cover the unrepresented areas. Additionally, some clubs have taken on the role of
proxy for clubs near them that currently don’t formally participate in the scholarship program. For
example Boston, in addition to covering its own area of the majority of New England states, also is the
proxy for the Southern Connecticut club. There are also multiple instances of individual foundation
board members picking up an unrepresented region personally. For example, I personally picked up
New Jersey for 2025. At the same time we are aware that non-participating local clubs may be missing
out on PR opportunities resulting from the scholarship program.

In an effort to get us all on the same page and working together instead of the Foundation just making
arbitrary decisions, we are requesting that clubs without their own scholarship chair, register a proxy
club or individual with the Foundation to submit scholarship candidates on their behalf. The plan is that
by formalizing this better so everybody knows who is doing what for whom, there will be better
communications that allow even those clubs that do NOT have a scholarship chair to be able to get the
benefit of students in their area being able to apply for a tall scholarship and perhaps get some good PR
as well.

If you need assistance finding an available club, or qualified individual to be your scholarship proxy,
please contact Lynda Lowin at tcifscholarship@gmail.com or myself at marie.austin999@gmail.com.

Additionally, we’ve had some members of the Foundation board hit their term limits. If you would like to
help fill some of the holes, let me know and we can discuss where you could be the most help in with
your current skill set. The most crucial at the moment is Secretary, to take minutes of the board
meetings. Our current secretary is moving up to Vice-Chair.

 Marie Austin
 TCI Foundation Chair

mailto:tcifscholarship@gmail.com
mailto:marie.austin999@gmail.com
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Tall Topix 2025

If you answered YES to any of
these questions, please send

your photos, stories, or
memories for potential

inclusion in the 2025 Tall
Topix.

All images & write ups should
be directed to Anna Rowen at

anna.rowen@live.com

By submitting your photos and
write-ups, you grant

permission for their use in the
publication.

.

Were you present at the 2025 TCI Convention?
Did you capture any photos?
Do you have an interesting story to share?
Would you be open to writing about your convention experience?

What is Tall Topix?
Tall Topix serves as a “yearbook” for the convention, capturing cherished

memories, sharing stories, and much more! If you were a full-time attendee, you
will automatically receive a copy in the mail once it is completed
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2026
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AUGUST 31, 2026 -
SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

While the plans are still in the works we are hopeful
that the 2026 TCI CONVENTION will be held in Golden,

Colorado! 
More information to come as soon as it’s available.

(please don’t book flights just yet as it’s still pending)
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OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE COUNTRY
BOSTON BEANSTALKS TALL CLUB (BBTC)

When:  First Friday of every month 6 pm to 8 pm
Where:  Boston Newton Marriott ‘s Riverbend Lounge.  

Join fellow Talls to kick off your weekend!  This the perfect place to meet new friends and reconnect with
old friends.   

Details can be found on the BBTC Facebook Page under events.  
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Promote your event here!


