
Looking ahead, 2026 is shaping up to be a very busy and exciting year:

The Winter Olympics in Italy
The European Tall Club Convention
The FIFA World Cup in the United States
The USA’s 250th birthday celebration
And Tall Clubs International turns 88 years old

I am also hoping to announce the formation of new TCI Tall Clubs that truly represent the Next
Generation. As many of you have seen, a number of us are actively engaging on social media across
several “Tall People” platforms. We’ve attended Tall Tours events, connected with new faces, and are
working to turn that visibility into meaningful engagement with younger tall people.

The youth are our future. If TCI is to continue, embracing this next generation is essential.

I ask each club to take an honest look at itself and consider where it is headed. I am aware that some
clubs exist in name only, and that must change. We need to be active, visible, and responsive. I continue
to receive notices from individuals who reach out to clubs and receive no response. That is simply
unacceptable and does not reflect who we are as an organization.

For those already embracing social media, please stay active on platforms that cater to tall individuals.
Share contact information, invite people to meetings, and encourage them to join existing clubs or even
start new ones where appropriate.
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continued from previous page...

Before closing, I want to share some hopeful news regarding the 2026 
Convention. Two groups are currently working on proposals. While I’m 
not sharing details just yet, if both plans are viable, we will select one for 
2026 and hopefully have another ready for 2027. And don’t forget,
2028 marks the 90th anniversary of Tall Clubs International. Where will we
celebrate such a milestone?

Finally, a reminder that TCI Member Club and Member-at-large dues are now due.
If you have any questions, please contact Oliver at TCITreasurer@tall.org. We are
also now accepting payments through Zelle—reach out to Oliver for details.

Happy New Year to all and remember: it’s good to be TALL.

Highest Regards!

Bob Huggett, TCI President 2022-26
TCIpresBob@gmail.com
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Kristen Carlson Gallagher, Executive VP / Publicity
TCIExecutiveVP@tall.org
Boston Beanstalks Tall Club

Norma Forrest, VP / Membership
TCIMembership@tall.org
Tall Club of Toronto

John Waltman, Communications Officer
TCICommunications@tall.org
Baltimore Tall Club

Barry Umbs, Finance Officer, TCI Archives, 
Bylaw Admin
TCIFinanceOfficer@tall.org
Tall Club of Milwaukee

Mary Elemen, Miss TI Coordinator
TCIMissTICoordinator@tall.org
Central Arizona Tall Society

Kelli Lewis, Secretary
TCISecretary@tall.org
Member at Large

Oliver Gruter, Treasurer
TCITreasurer@tall.orgLas
Pacific Tall Club

David Spencer, Webmaster
webmaster@tall.org
Sacramento Tall Club 

Jim Nelson, Alt. Treasurer
TCIAltTreas@tall.org
Paramount TC of Chicago

Shirleen Murphy, Alt Exec Officer 
TCIAEO@tall.org
Orange County Tall Club

Bob Huggett, President
TCIPresident@tall.org
NY Central Tall Society (TCI Prospect Club)
Sacramento Tall Club

Dave Rasmussen, Marfan Liaison
TCIMarfanLiaison@tall.org
Tall Club of Milwaukee



COMMUNICATION OFFICER MESSAGE
Questions, Comments, Concerns, Input or Ideas????? 

 Please email:  TCICommunications@tall.org  
The email address used to SEND “Talkin’ Tall” is not monitored for incoming emails and is only

used to send the newsletter out.  
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Can you believe it’s almost 2026? Time truly flies. It feels like just the other week that I joined the Baltimore Tall Club
and attended my very first weekend in Rochester, New York, in 1997. Since then, I’ve been fortunate to attend many
weekends and gatherings across the United States, and I have so much to be thankful for because of it.

Along the way, I’ve met and connected with thousands of members. I’ve built friendships that have stood the test of
time and challenges, shared phone calls just to catch up, received postcards from members while they travel, and
welcomed friends into my home—whether for a vacation or during a job search. TCI has truly been a life-altering
experience for me, and I wouldn’t change it for anything.
While TCI may be slowly shrinking, I continue to be inspired by the individuals who refuse to give up on this
exceptional organization and who keep things moving forward. Gatherings have become a staple for many of us,
and that’s okay—as long as we continue to show up, stay engaged, and keep believing in what TCI represents.

That said, I do want to gently remind everyone that TCI isn’t sustained by just a few people in leadership roles. Each
of us plays a part in keeping this organization vibrant and alive. When responsibility is shared, ideas flourish—and
that’s how organizations like ours continue to grow and thrive.

If you have an idea, share it. If you need help bringing it to life, ask—there is a wealth of experience within our
membership. Many of us have leaned on those who have organized conventions, weekends, and gatherings before
us, and they are always willing to help. There are hundreds of combined years of knowledge within TCI, offered by
members who stepped forward so others could enjoy meaningful experiences.

Perhaps now is a good time for all of us to reflect and ask how we can contribute in our own way. As JFK famously
said but altered here a tad:  “Ask not what TCI can do for you—ask what YOU can do for TCI.” 

May each and every member of our TCI family have a safe, joyful, and healthy New Year. I look forward to all that we
can continue to build together.

john Waltman
TCI Communications Officer

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL
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Over the past several years the TCI Foundation has been working hard to expand our scholarship
coverage area so all tall applicants in the U.S. and Canada have an equal opportunity to receive a
scholarship. Several of the local clubs have participated in the scholarship program for years, but there
have also been large areas with no coverage. To help resolve this issue, we started recruiting MALs a few
years ago to help cover the unrepresented areas. Additionally, some clubs have taken on the role of
proxy for clubs near them that currently don’t formally participate in the scholarship program. For
example Boston, in addition to covering its own area of the majority of New England states, also is the
proxy for the Southern Connecticut club. There are also multiple instances of individual foundation
board members picking up an unrepresented region personally. For example, I personally picked up
New Jersey for 2025. At the same time we are aware that non-participating local clubs may be missing
out on PR opportunities resulting from the scholarship program.

In an effort to get us all on the same page and working together instead of the Foundation just making
arbitrary decisions, we are requesting that clubs without their own scholarship chair, register a proxy
club or individual with the Foundation to submit scholarship candidates on their behalf. The plan is that
by formalizing this better so everybody knows who is doing what for whom, there will be better
communications that allow even those clubs that do NOT have a scholarship chair to be able to get the
benefit of students in their area being able to apply for a tall scholarship and perhaps get some good PR
as well.

If you need assistance finding an available club, or qualified individual to be your scholarship proxy,
please contact Lynda Lowin at tcifscholarship@gmail.com or myself at marie.austin999@gmail.com.

Additionally, we’ve had some members of the Foundation board hit their term limits. If you would like to
help fill some of the holes, let me know and we can discuss where you could be the most help in with
your current skill set. The most crucial at the moment is Secretary, to take minutes of the board
meetings. Our current secretary is moving up to Vice-Chair.

 Marie Austin
 TCI Foundation Chair

mailto:tcifscholarship@gmail.com
mailto:marie.austin999@gmail.com
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continued on next page...

May 14  to May 16  2026th th,

European Convention Registration Link

https://www.klub-langer-menschen.de/bg/nuernberg/70-jahrfeier.php
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OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE COUNTRY
BOSTON BEANSTALKS TALL CLUB (BBTC)

When:  First Friday of every month 6 pm to 8 pm
Where:  Boston Newton Marriott ‘s Riverbend Lounge.  

Join fellow Talls to kick off your weekend!  This the perfect place to meet new friends and reconnect with
old friends.   

Details can be found on the BBTC Facebook Page under events.  
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Promote your event here!


