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Exciting Updates for Spring and Beyond!

Winter is hopefully behind us, and it’s time to embrace the vibrant 
spring weather. Let’s get our clubs active!

New Feature on the TCI Website
Last month, I mentioned that our webmaster, Dave Spencer, has created a
fantastic new feature on the TCI website: a calendar grid. If your club has a
special event, we’d love to post it here! Please submit the event to our TCI
webmaster or send it to me, and I’ll ensure it gets to him.
Have you checked out this year's calendar yet?

Upcoming Events
Patty and I are eager to attend the CATS gathering in Arizona at the end of
the month. Will you be joining us?

On May 3, 2026, TCI will once again honor Kae Sumner Einfeldt with the TCI
Coast to Coast toast. I’ll be broadcasting live from Phoenix after the CATS
gathering. I hope you can participate, whether at the hotel or via Zoom. I’ll
share the Zoom information for the toast soon. It would be wonderful for
each club to find a way to honor our founder, whether through the Zoom
call or at your own gathering.

The Prez Sez....

http://www.tall.org/


Growing Our Clubs
In Syracuse, NY, we are diligently working on establishing a new tall club. We’re 
distributing cards and organizing events, gradually gaining a few members here 
and there. Our goal is to reach the membership numbers needed to be recognized 
as a TCI Member Club. Are you making efforts to boost your club’s membership?

TCI Convention in Hollywood
We are excited about the TCI Convention in Hollywood, CA, this year. Have you signed up yet?

The delegate meeting will take place on the Monday of the Convention. Please take some
time to discuss ideas and topics that may need attention during this meeting with your club’s
membership and officers. Consider who will represent your club at the delegate meeting, and
if anyone is interested in becoming a TCI officer or addressing any issues facing TCI. I will be
sending out delegate information soon and will update the delegate page on the website as
soon as possible.

Talkin' Tall for All Members
Lastly, Talkin’ Tall is designed for ALL TCI members. Please share it with your club’s members
so they can stay informed about what TCI is doing. All Members at Large should receive their
own copy, but TCI counts on each club to distribute it to their members since we do not have
the capacity to manage all club memberships directly.

Highest Regards,

Bob Huggett, TCI President 2022-26
TCIpresBob@gmail.com
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YOUR TCI EXECUTIVE BOARD AND ELECTED OFFICERS
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Kristen Carlson Gallagher, Executive VP / Publicity
TCIExecutiveVP@tall.org
Boston Beanstalks Tall Club

Norma Forrest, VP / Membership
TCIMembership@tall.org
Tall Club of Toronto

John Waltman, Communications Officer
TCICommunications@tall.org
Baltimore Tall Club

Barry Umbs, Finance Officer, TCI Archives, 
Bylaw Admin
TCIFinanceOfficer@tall.org
Tall Club of Milwaukee

Mary Elemen, Miss TI Coordinator
TCIMissTICoordinator@tall.org
Central Arizona Tall Society

Kelli Lewis, Secretary
TCISecretary@tall.org
Member at Large

Oliver Gruter, Treasurer
TCITreasurer@tall.orgLas
Pacific Tall Club

David Spencer, Webmaster
webmaster@tall.org
Sacramento Tall Club 

Jim Nelson, Alt. Treasurer
TCIAltTreas@tall.org
Paramount TC of Chicago

Shirleen Murphy, Alt Exec Officer 
TCIAEO@tall.org
Orange County Tall Club

Bob Huggett, President
TCIPresident@tall.org
NY Central Tall Society (TCI Prospect Club)
Sacramento Tall Club

Dave Rasmussen, Marfan Liaison
TCIMarfanLiaison@tall.org
Tall Club of Milwaukee



 Wow! Things have really taken off this year, with events continually emerging. One can
only hope that we will soon have a full schedule for the entire year. Wouldn’t that be
fantastic? Just imagine events returning to the excitement of the '80s and '90s—what a fun
time that was!

We are definitely heading in the right direction as everyone seems to be stepping up to
keep things afloat. The future for TCI appears to be shining brightly once again. I was
actually planning to have another PA weekend, but it seems that time of year is already
booked. Hopefully, next year we can utilize the whole facility. I’ll keep you updated on this
and more throughout the year.

In just a few weeks, many people will be heading to Arizona. I must say that every time I’ve
gone, it has been an exhilarating experience—well, except for one! LOL, if you know, you
know!

With that said, hats off to all of you for your efforts in revitalizing TCI as a thriving
community. Please don’t slow down; keep things in motion and start planning for next
year. It’s never too early to get things up and running. A full calendar is a good calendar.

See you in Arizona!

Until next time,

John Waltman
Communications Officer

COMMUNICATION OFFICER MESSAGE
Questions, Comments, Concerns, Input or Ideas????? 

 Please email:  TCICommunications@tall.org  
The email address used to SEND “Talkin’ Tall” is not monitored for incoming emails and is only

used to send the newsletter out.  
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 A Little Update



Nominations are now open for TCI Merit Awards for 2025/2026. The purpose of the Merit Award is to acknowledge
members from your local club who have gone the extra mile in support your club. Involvement in TCI is not required
and should only be a minor consideration for this award. 

The TCI Executive Board has approved the 2026 TCI Convention will be held in Hollywood, California beginning August
3, 2026. Therefore, Merit Award Nominations will be due by July 13, 2026.

As defined in the TCI Bylaws, Section 8.2 A:  Merit Awards – Up to twelve (12) Merit Awards may be presented
annually to individuals in TCI. Each Member Club may submit two (2) nominees from its membership, and the
Executive Board may nominate two (2) additional candidates from throughout TCI, including MALs. Nomination forms
and instructions should be available for download from the Members section of Tall.org at least four (4) months prior
to the annual Convention. A Merit Award recipient can receive additional Merit Awards. However, they shall not be
given to the same recipient in consecutive years. The Alternate Executive Officer shall be responsible for the purchase
of the awards. Merit awards should be primarily based upon the work and/or actions for Tall Awareness
and/or involvement in their club or MAL activities. TCI involvement may be a contributing minor factor.

Nominations for Members at Large (MAL’s) may be nominated from a local club in their area or the Executive Board. 

An on-line copy of the nomination form is on the next page. Complete the form, either on-line or by hard copy, and
include detailed information about the candidate. In order to give fair assessment to each individual, it is essential to
include dates and a description of leadership positions held and events credited to the member. In addition, do not
reveal the identity of your nominee on this form—as recipients are selected anonymously! Place the name in a
separate, sealed envelope with the name of your club on the outside and staple it to the nomination sheet.

Nominations must be submitted, via e-mail or mailed to the address below, by the date to be established:
Shirleen Murphy
TCI Alternate Executive Officer
8700 Hummingbird Ave.
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
e-mail: smmcnamee@earthlink.net

If you have any questions, please not hesitate to contact me at 714-608-7780.
Thanks
Shirleen Murphy, TCI Alternate Executive Officer Copyright TCI 2026
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Over the past several years the TCI Foundation has been working hard to expand our scholarship
coverage area so all tall applicants in the U.S. and Canada have an equal opportunity to receive a
scholarship. Several of the local clubs have participated in the scholarship program for years, but there
have also been large areas with no coverage. To help resolve this issue, we started recruiting MALs a few
years ago to help cover the unrepresented areas. Additionally, some clubs have taken on the role of
proxy for clubs near them that currently don’t formally participate in the scholarship program. For
example Boston, in addition to covering its own area of the majority of New England states, also is the
proxy for the Southern Connecticut club. There are also multiple instances of individual foundation
board members picking up an unrepresented region personally. For example, I personally picked up
New Jersey for 2025. At the same time we are aware that non-participating local clubs may be missing
out on PR opportunities resulting from the scholarship program.

In an effort to get us all on the same page and working together instead of the Foundation just making
arbitrary decisions, we are requesting that clubs without their own scholarship chair, register a proxy
club or individual with the Foundation to submit scholarship candidates on their behalf. The plan is that
by formalizing this better so everybody knows who is doing what for whom, there will be better
communications that allow even those clubs that do NOT have a scholarship chair to be able to get the
benefit of students in their area being able to apply for a tall scholarship and perhaps get some good PR
as well.

If you need assistance finding an available club, or qualified individual to be your scholarship proxy,
please contact Lynda Lowin at tcifscholarship@gmail.com or myself at marie.austin999@gmail.com.

Additionally, we’ve had some members of the Foundation board hit their term limits. If you would like to
help fill some of the holes, let me know and we can discuss where you could be the most help in with
your current skill set. The most crucial at the moment is Secretary, to take minutes of the board
meetings. Our current secretary is moving up to Vice-Chair.

 Marie Austin
 TCI Foundation Chair

mailto:tcifscholarship@gmail.com
mailto:marie.austin999@gmail.com
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continued on next page...

May 14  to May 16  2026th th,

European Convention Registration Link

https://www.klub-langer-menschen.de/bg/nuernberg/70-jahrfeier.php
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OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE COUNTRY
BOSTON BEANSTALKS TALL CLUB (BBTC)

When:  First Friday of every month 6 pm to 8 pm
Where:  Boston Newton Marriott ‘s Riverbend Lounge.  

Join fellow Talls to kick off your weekend!  This the perfect place to meet new friends and reconnect with
old friends.   

Details can be found on the BBTC Facebook Page under events.  

Copyright TCI 2025

Promote your event here!
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